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Recent discussion of democratization in Africa has focused primarily on the reform of formal state
institutions: the public service, the judiciary, and the legislature. Similarly, both scholars and activists have
shown interest in how associational life-and with it a civil society-might be enhanced in the countries of the
African continent. Much less concern, however, has been directed to the communications media, although
they form a vital part of this process. Media and Democracy in Africa provides the first comprehensive and
up-to-date assessment of the role of the media in political change in sub-Saharan Africa.

The central argument of the volume is that while the media may still be relatively weak compared to their
positions in liberal democracies, they have come to play a much more important role than ever before since
independence. Although they have not yet demonstrated sufficient effectiveness as public watchdogs and
agenda setters, they have succeeded in creating new communicative spaces for people who have previously
been intimidated or silent. Building on this the contributors argue that a different conceptualization of
democratization than the mainstream currently uses may be necessary to capture the process in Africa where
it is characterized by contestation rather than consolidation.

This volume shows that the media scene in Africa is diverse. It stretches from the well-developed and
technologically advanced situation in South Africa to the still fledgling media operations that are typical in
sub-Saharan Africa. In these countries, print media as well as television and radio are just beginning to take
their place in society and do so using simple and often outdated technology. The volume also examines how
these growing outlets are supplemented by informal media, the so-called radio trottoir, or rumor mill
whereby the autocratic and bureaucratic direction of public affairs are subject to private speculation and
analysis.

Media and Democracy in Africa is organized to provide a historical perspective on the evolution of the
African media, placing the present in the context of the past, including both colonial and post-colonial
experiences. It will be of interest to Africa area specialists, students of media and communications, political
scientists and sociologists.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Huckins:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Media and Democracy in Africa
book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Patricia Glover:

The particular book Media and Democracy in Africa will bring you to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very acceptable to you. The book Media and Democracy in Africa is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Diane Smith:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Media and
Democracy in Africa.

Katherine Herron:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Media and Democracy in Africa to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation
about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it.
Beside that the book Media and Democracy in Africa can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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