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"Post is a pioneer in the field of political-personality profiling. He may be the only psychiatrist who has
specialized in the self-esteem problems of both Osama bin Laden and Saddam Hussein."-The New Yorker
"Policy specialists and academic scholars have long agreed that for U.S. leaders to deal effectively with other
actors in the international arena, they need images of their adversaries. Leaders must try to see events, and,
indeed, their own behavior, from the perspective of opponents. . . . Faulty images are a source of
misperceptions and miscalculations that have often led to major errors in policy, avoidable catastrophes, and
missed opportunities. History supplies all too many examples."-from the ForewordWhat impels leaders to
lead and followers to follow? How did Osama bin Laden, the son of a multibillionaire construction magnate
in Saudi Arabia, become the world's number-one terrorist? What are the psychological foundations of man's
inhumanity to man, ethnic cleansing, and genocide? Jerrold M. Post contends that such questions can be
answered only through an understanding of the psychological foundations of leader personality and political
behavior.Post was founding director of the Center for the Analysis of Personality and Political Behavior for
the CIA. He developed the political personality profiles of Menachem Begin and Anwar Sadat for President
Jimmy Carter's use at the Camp David talks and initiated the U.S. government's research program on the
psychology of political terrorism. He was awarded the Intelligence Medal of Merit in 1979 for his leadership
of the center.In this book, he draws on psychological and personality theories, as well as interviews with
individual terrorists and those who have interacted with particular leaders, to discuss a range of issues: the
effects of illness and age on a leader's political behavior; narcissism and the relationship between followers
and a charismatic leader; the impact of crisis-induced stress on policymakers; the mind of the terrorist, with a
consideration of "killing in the name of God"; and the need for enemies and the rise of ethnic conflict and
terrorism in the post-Cold War environment. The leaders he discusses include Fidel Castro, Osama bin
Laden, Saddam Hussein, Kim Jong Il, and Slobodan Milosevic.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political Behavior
(Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before.
The Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political Behavior
(Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Charles Lemaster:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Leaders and Their Followers in
a Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) is simple to
create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Dorothy Payne:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The
Psychology of Political Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) can make you sense more interested to
read.

April Hanson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous World: The Psychology of Political Behavior



(Psychoanalysis and Social Theory) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
become creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Leaders and Their Followers in a Dangerous
World: The Psychology of Political Behavior (Psychoanalysis and Social Theory). You can more inviting
than now.
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