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The "hypochondriac" is a complicated figure, often treated with scorn and derision, resented for making
excessive demands on attention and health care resources. Lacking credibility but needing to be taken
seriously, the hypochondriac is most doctors' least favorite patient. Yet people who suffer from hypochondria
endure the anxiety of suspecting they are seriously ill, or are about to be, and having their suspicions and
their suffering dismissed as baseless.
A Condition of Doubt seeks to change the way we think about hypochondria, and to use hypochondria to
sharpen our thinking about health care. It claims that contemporary hypochondria should be understood less
as mental illness in particular patients than as a rational if maladaptive condition emerging from gaps
between doctors' and patients' expectations of contemporary Western medicine.
Medicine relies on objective evidence to verify the absence or presence of disease. The hypochondriac
struggles to accept reassurance that no disease can be found. Examining the tension between these two
positions reveals insights into clinical reasoning and practice, into patients' (not just hypochondriacs') clinical
experiences, and into our medicalizing culture's troubled understandings of health, illness, risk, and
uncertainty.
The book's four parts examine hypochondria as a condition of biology; of medicine; of culture; and of
narrative. Using a wealth of texts from the medical literature, published illness narratives, psychiatric
diagnostics, online discussions, and popular culture, A Condition of Doubt is both an example of, and a case
for, the place of serious humanities scholarship in understanding medicine and in understanding how
medicine thinks about itself and trains its practitioners.
This book argues that over the last half-century, patients have become postmodern but medicine has not, and
claims that hypochondria-as a shared cultural condition-can be addressed by rethinking both patients'
expectations of medical omniscience and physicians' need to meet such expectations. This means
reconceptualizing hypochondria and, more broadly, reconceptualizing medicine's orientation toward the
unknown
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book A Condition of Doubt: The Meanings of
Hypochondria will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with
you?

Rebecca Morales:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific A Condition of Doubt: The
Meanings of Hypochondria book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Laurence Asher:

Here thing why this A Condition of Doubt: The Meanings of Hypochondria are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Condition of Doubt: The Meanings of Hypochondria giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with A Condition of Doubt: The Meanings of Hypochondria. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of A Condition of
Doubt: The Meanings of Hypochondria in e-book can be your alternative.

Marion Richey:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list will be A Condition of Doubt: The Meanings of
Hypochondria. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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