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To be labeled "of ill repute" in medieval society implied that a person had committed a violation of accepted
standards and had stepped beyond the bounds of permissible behavior. To have a reputation "of good
repute", however, was so powerful as to help a person accused of a crime be acquitted by his or her fellow
peers. Labeling a person in medieval times was a complex matter. Often, unwritten codes of behavior
determined who was of good repute and who was not. Members of the nobility committing a "fur-collar
crime" might have considerable leeway to oppress their neighbors with violence and legal violations;
however, a woman caught without appropriate attire and without the proper escort hazarded the label of a
"woman of ill repute." Gender, class, social statutes, wealth, connections, bribes, friends, and the community
all played a role in how quickly or how permanently a person's reputation was damaged.
'Of Good and Ill Repute' examines the complex social regulations and stigmatizations that medieval society
used to arrive at its decisions about condemnation and exoneration. In eleven interrelated essays, including
three previously unpublished works, Hanawalt explores how social control was maintained in Medieval
England in the later Middle Ages. Focusing on gender, criminal behavior, law enforcement, arbitration, and
cultural rituals of inclusion and exclusion, 'Of Good and Ill Repute' reflects the most current scholarship on
medieval legal history, cultural history, and gender studies. It looks at the medieval sermons, advice books,
manuals of penance, popular poetry, laws, legal treatises, court records, and city and guild ordinances that
drew the lines between good and bad behavior. Written in a lively, accessible, and jargon-free style, this text
is essential for upper level undergraduate history courses on medieval history and women's history as well as
for English courses on medieval literature.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Wiggins:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take 'Of Good and Ill Repute': Gender and Social Control in
Medieval England as your daily resource information.

Chris Moore:

'Of Good and Ill Repute': Gender and Social Control in Medieval England can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing 'Of Good and Ill Repute': Gender and Social Control in Medieval England but doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among
it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Jane Mansour:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is 'Of Good and Ill Repute': Gender and Social Control in Medieval England
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Melody Herrera:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
several books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually 'Of Good and Ill Repute': Gender and Social
Control in Medieval England. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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