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No composer contributed more to film than Bernard Herrmann, who in over 40 scores enriched the work of
such directors as Orson Welles, Alfred Hitchcock, Francois Truffaut, and Martin Scorsese. In thisfirst major
biography of the composer, Steven C. Smith explores the interrel ationships between Herrmann's music and
his turbulent personal life, using much previously unpublished information to illustrate Herrmann's often
outrageous behavior, his working methods, and why his music has had such lasting impact.

From hisfirst film (Citizen Kane) to hislast (Taxi Driver), Herrmann was a master of evoking psychological
nuance and dramatic tension through music, often using unheard-of instrumental combinations to suit the
dramatic needs of afilm. His scores are among the most distinguished ever written, ranging from the
fantastic (Fahrenheit 451, The Day the Earth Sood Still) to the romantic (Obsession, The Ghost and Mrs.
Muir) to the terrifying (Psycho).

Film was not the only medium in which Herrmann made a powerful mark. His radio broadcasts included
Orson Welless Mercury Theatre on the Air and The War of the Worlds. His concert music was
commissioned and performed by the New Y ork Philharmonic, and he was chief conductor of the CBS

Symphony.

Almost as celebrated as these achievements are the enduring legends of Herrmann's combativeness and
volatility. Smith separates myth from fact and draws upon heretofore unpublished material to illuminate
Herrmann's life and influence. Herrmann remains as complex as any character in the films he scored—a
creative genius, an indefatigable musicologist, an explosive bully, a generous and compassionate man who
desperately sought friendship and love.

Films scored by Bernard Herrmann: Citizen Kane, The Ghost and Mrs. Muir, Vertigo, Psycho, Fahrenheit

451, Taxi Driver, The Magnificent Amber sons, The Man Who Knew Too Much, North By Northwest, The
Birds, The Shows of Kilimanjaro, Cape Fear, Marnie, Torn Curtain, among others
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Jager:

Now aday those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not involve peopleto be aware of each factsthey get. How alot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and
Music of Bernard Herrmann book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Sheree Gonzalez:

Why? Because this A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard Herrmann is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
way. So, till want to hold up having that book? If | have been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Clifford Caldwell:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to learn abook. When you read
abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The A Heart
a Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard Herrmann provide you with new experience in looking at a
book.

Keri Lo:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the world. With
the book A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard Herrmann we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at thistime
book A Heart at Fire's Center: The Life and Music of Bernard Herrmann. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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