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The most punitive era in American history reached its apex in the 1990s, but the trend has reversed in recent
years. Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System examines the factors
causing this dramatic turnaround. It relates and echoes the increasing need and desire on the part of actors in
the American government system to construct a penal system that is more rational and humane.

Author Garrick L. Percival points out that the prison boom did not naturally emerge as a governmental
response to increasing crime rates. Instead, political forces actively built and shaped the growth of a more
aggressive and populated penal system. He is optimistic that the shifting political forces surrounding crime
and punishment can now reform the system, explaining how current political actors can craft more
constructive and just policies and programs. The book shows how rationality and humanitarianism lead to a
penal system that imprisons fewer people, does less harm to the lives of individual offenders and those close
to them, and is less expensive to maintain.

The book presents empirical data to concretely demonstrate what is working and what is not in today’s penal
system. It closely examines policies and practices in Texas, Ohio, and California as comparative illustrations
on what progress has been made or needs to be made in penal systems across the United States. The book
includes a comprehensive discussion of highlighted issues, and relates more than two dozen interviews with
pivotal political actors who clarify why there is a major shift underway in the American penal system. Their
insights reveal paths that can be taken to improve the current penal system.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Welton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Smart on Crime: The
Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Sandra Passmore:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System book
is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer regarding Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System content
conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build
a Better American Penal System is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Amelia Page:

The e-book with title Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System contains a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Curtis Waters:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book Smart on Crime: The Struggle to Build a Better American Penal System it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.
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