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'l shall tell you

A pretty tale: it may be you have heard it;

But, since it serves my purpose, | will venture

To stale't alittle more.

Shakespeare: Coriolanus.

'He sat among the woods; he heard

The sylvan merriment; he saw

The pranks of butterfly and bird,

The humours of the ape, the daw.

'‘And in the lion or the frog—

In all thelife of moor and fen,

In ass and peacock, stork and log,

He read similitudes of men.'

Andrew Lang.

"The fables which appeal to our higher moral sympathies may sometimes do as much for us as the truths of
science.'

Mrs. Jameson.

‘The years of infancy constitute, in the memory of each of us, the fabul ous season of existence; just asin the
memory of nations, the fabulous period was the period of their infancy.'

—Giacomo Leopardi.
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FABLES AND FABULISTS

CHAPTER |I. DEFINITION OF FABLE.

'Read my little fable,

He that runs may read.'

Tennyson: The Flower.

'As clear asawhistle.'

Byron: The Astrologer.

Theterm 'fable' is used in two senses, with two distinctive meanings.

First, asfabulag it is employed to denote the myths or fictions which, by the aid of imagination and
superstition, have clouded, or have become blended with, the history of the remote past. Such are the stories
related of Scandinavian and Grecian heroes and gods; beings, some of whom doubtless had an actual human
existence, and were wise and valiant and powerful, or the reverse, in their day, but around whose names and
persons have clustered al the marvellous legends that are to be found in mythological lore. The better name
for theseis 'romance.’

Secondly, asfabellag it isused to signify a specia branch of literature, in which the imagination has full
play, altogether unassisted by superstition in any shape or form. The fabulist confers the powers or gifts of
reason and speech on the humbler subjects over whom he exercises sway, and so has ample scope for his
imaginative faculty; but there is no attempt on his part at any serious make-believe in hisinventions. On the
contrary, there is atacit understanding between him and his hearers and readers, that what he narratesis only
true in the sense of its application to corresponding circumstances in human life and conduct.

It iswith fable as understood in this latter sense that we propose to deal.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Jones:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This Fables and Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas Newbigging book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of
Fables and Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas Newbigging content conveys thinking easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So, do you even now thinking Fables and Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas
Newbigging is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Athena Thornton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Fables and
Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas Newbigging suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Fables and Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas
Newbiggingis asingle of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many peoplein
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
thisreserve. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Debra Dur so:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Fables and Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas
Newbigging why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestionsto pick up this book.

Juanita Gell:

Beside that Fables and Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas Newbigging in your phone, it could give
you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may
got hereisfresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Fables and Fabulists: Ancient and Modern by Thomas Newbigging
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable blend



here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
and read it from today!
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