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Based largely on nineteenth and twentieth-century representations of Chinese dress as traditional and
unchanging, historians have long regarded fashion as something peculiarly Western. But in this surprising,
sumptuously illustrated book, Antonia Finnane proves that vibrant fashions were a vital part of Chinese life
in the late imperial era, when well-to-do men and women showed a keen awareness of what was up-to-date.

Though foreigners who traveled to China in the early decades of the twentieth century came away with the
impression that Chinese dress was simple and monotone, the key features of modern fashion were beginning
to emerge, especially in Shanghai. Men in blue gowns donned felt caps and leather shoes, girls began to wear
fitted jackets and narrow pants, and homespun garments gave way to machine-woven cloth, often made in
foreign lands. These innovations marked the start of a far-reaching vestimentary revolution that would
transform the clothing culture in urban and much of rural China over the next half century.

Through Finnane's meticulous research, we are able to see how the close-fitting jacket and high collar of the
1911 Revolutionary period, the skirt and jacket-blouse of the May Fourth era, and the military style popular
in the Cultural Revolution led to the variegated, globalized wardrobe of today. She brilliantly connects
China's modernization and global visibility with changes in dress, offering a vivid portrait of the complex,
subtle, and sometimes contradictory ways the people of China have worn their nation on their backs.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Phillips:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Rafael Rainey:

Here thing why this specific Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation are different and reputable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Changing
Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation in e-book can be your substitute.

William Fuller:

Often the book Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

This Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation is great e-book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Changing Clothes in China: Fashion, History, Nation in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
small right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?
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