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Aristotle said that philosophy begins with wonder, and the first Western philosophers developed theories of
the world which express simultaneously their sense of wonder and their intuition that the world should be
comprehensible. But their enterprise was by no means limited to this proto-scientific task. Through, for
instance, Heraclitus' enigmatic sayings, the poetry of Parmenides and Empedocles, and Zeno's paradoxes, the
Western world was introduced to metaphysics, rationalist theology, ethics, and logic, by thinkers who often
seem to be mystics or shamans as much as philosophers or scientists in the modern mould. And out of the
Sophists' reflections on human beings and their place in the world arose and interest in language, and in
political, moral, and social philosophy.
This volume contains a translation of all the most important fragments of the Presocratics and Sophists, and
of the most informative testimonia from ancient sources, supplemented by lucid commentary.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Swain:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The First Philosophers: The Presocratics and
Sophists (Oxford World's Classics) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book
with you?

James Turco:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The
First Philosophers: The Presocratics and Sophists (Oxford World's Classics) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Carl Melton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The First Philosophers: The Presocratics and
Sophists (Oxford World's Classics) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you may pick The First Philosophers: The Presocratics and Sophists
(Oxford World's Classics) become your current starter.

Tiffany Reyes:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be The First Philosophers: The Presocratics and Sophists (Oxford World's Classics)
why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.
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