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In 1889 the Compagnie Universelle du Canal Interocéanique declared bankruptcy. The French firm's
optimistic and ill-planned attempt to construct a canal across the Isthmus of Panama had resulted in the death
of 22,000 workers (most from yellow fever, typhoid fever, and malaria); the complete loss of one and a half
billion francs for the company's 800,000 shareholders; and the bitter failure of Chief Engineer Ferdinand de
Lesseps — the man responsible for the Suez Canal.
On August 15, 1914, the S.S. Ancon took nine hours and forty minutes to traverse the lock-and-lake
waterway linking the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. What occurred in the quarter century between 1889 and
1914 is a larger-than-life true story of adventure, revolution, ordeal, and accomplishment: the building of the
Panama Canal — perhaps the greatest engineering marvel of the early twentieth century.
In 164 magnificent historic photographs and a well-researched text, noted photohistorian Ulrich Keller tells
the compelling story of this hitherto unparalleled technological achievement. Selected from an archive of
over 10,000 images amassed by Ernest Hallen (Official Photographer of the Isthmian Canal Commission),
these historic prints document the Canal's construction and its way of life: 450 miles of railroad; housing for
60,000 based on a caste system; the exotic settings; tremendous hardships and health risks; leisure activities;
the Canal Zone's internal government, administration and policing; dredging operations, including
spectacular movements of earth and water; unheard-of engineering feats and disastrous failures; and finally,
victory!
Photographers, historians, engineers, and tudents of industry and technology will immediately recognize this
volume as an important primary source of industrial archaeology. Photography enthusiasts and lovers of true
adventure will delight in the vibrant, you-are-there sensation imparted by the photos and Ulrich Keller's
exceptionally informed text and meticulous captions. The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic
Photographs takes the reader back to a different era, and one of the proudest episodes in what the author
calls "the 'heroic' age of industry."
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Crowe:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Building of the Panama Canal in
Historic Photographs is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Iona Calhoun:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic Photographs it is very good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Emmett Willett:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic Photographs.

Peter Lombard:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Building of the Panama Canal in Historic
Photographs was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Building of
the Panama Canal in Historic Photographs has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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