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Since the nineteenth century, it has been assumed that the concept of personal identity in the early modern
period is bound up with secularization. Indeed, many explanations of the emergence of modernity have been
based on this thesis, in which Shakespeare as a secular author has played a central role. However, the idea of
secularization is now everywhere under threat. The secularity of modern society is less apparent than it was a
generation ago. Shakespeare, too, has come to be seen in a religious perspective. What happens to human
identity in this different framework? Mortal Thoughts asks what selfhood looks like if we do not assume that
an idea of the self could only come into being as a result of an emptying out of a religious framework. It does
so by examining human mortality. What it is to be human, and how a life is framed by its ending, are issues
that cross religious confessions in early modernity, and interrogate the sacred and secular divide. A series of
chapters examines literature and art in relation to concepts such as conscience, martyrdom, soliloquy, luck,
suicide, and embodiment. Religious and philosophical creativity are revealed as poised around anxieties
about finitude and contingency, challenging conventional divisions between kinds of literary and artistic
endeavour. Mortal Thoughts considers incipient genres of life writing (More, Foxe and Montaigne) and life
drawing (Durer, Hans Baldung Grien) in relation to dramatic representation and literary narration
(Shakespeare, Donne, Milton). In the process it asks whether the problem of human identity rewrites
historical boundaries.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

The book Mortal Thoughts: Religion, Secularity, & Identity in Shakespeare and Early Modern Culture can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing
like a book Mortal Thoughts: Religion, Secularity, & Identity in Shakespeare and Early Modern Culture? A
few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Mortal Thoughts: Religion,
Secularity, & Identity in Shakespeare and Early Modern Culture has simple shape but you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Nicole Floyd:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Mortal Thoughts:
Religion, Secularity, & Identity in Shakespeare and Early Modern Culture book as beginner and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

John Harrison:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Mortal
Thoughts: Religion, Secularity, & Identity in Shakespeare and Early Modern Culture book because book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it as you know.

Harry Barnes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Mortal Thoughts: Religion, Secularity, & Identity in Shakespeare and Early Modern Culture your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Mortal Thoughts: Religion, Secularity,
& Identity in Shakespeare and Early Modern Culture giving you a different experience more than blown



away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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