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This is a selection of papers from a 1987 conference of the same title. While the emphasis is on academic
libraries, we are reminded of the crucial role of public and private libraries. Included are a survey of past
research and stimulating ideas for future work, by Phyllis Dain; Wayne Wiegand's look at the role an
ideology of reading played in the slow entry of academic libraries into scholarly communication in the 19th
century; and a case study by Mary Niles Maack on the impact on African studies of collection inadequacies
in U.S. and African libraries. Insightful reading for librarians working with research collections.
Recommended. Library Journal

This book does a fine job of identifying the formal contributions of U.S. libraries to scholary communication
since the middle of the nineteenth century. Several chapters go a step beyond that by capturing in lucid
articulation library and scholarly phenomena that too often are elusive and ambiguous. Library Quarterly

In recent years, scholarly communication has become a concern of historians and sociologists interested in
ideas and intellectual systems and in the social and institutional contexts in which ideas originate and are
diffused. In this new intellectual history, attention id focused on the librarians who, in their effort to adapt to
a new world of information technology and information overload, are inescapably aware of their historical
legacy of buildings, collections, catalogs, methods of operation, and intellectual assumptions. Study of the
historical dimension of the role of libraries and librarianship in the scholarly enterprise offers insights into
the genesis of current problems and can inform plans for the future. Although library historians have created
a growing body of useful works, including books and articles that relate library history to the mainstream of
social and intellectual history, many questions remain to be investigated.

The papers in this volume, which present the results of such inquiry by senior scholars in the field, were
selected from presentations at an interdisciplinary conference held at the Library of Congress, Libraries and
Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension, at which library historians and
practitioners, social historians, and others concerned with the creation and communication of knowledge
were brought together to reflect upon some of these questions. The conference was organized to consider the
contributions of libraries and bibliographic enterprises to the processes of scholarly communication;
reexamine the intellectual and cultural assumptions upon which scholarly resources and bibliographic
services have developed; and analyze the scholarly library as a social and cultural institution. The
contributors investigate aspects of scholarly communication such as institutional structures and functions, the
nature and dissemination of scholarly resources in the humanities, sciences, and social sciences; and
concepts of special collections, cultural property, and the uses of knowledge. Several focus on the United
States; others take a comparative approach or deal with relationships between the United States and
publishing and scholarship abroad, including the third world. Although varied in approach and scope, the
papers are linked by a common interest in probing the nature of scholarly communication and its institutional
and material manifestations and by the view that libraries and librarianship are social creations and social
systems. The diversity of the papers and their combination of conceptual and empirical modes point up the



complexity and richness of such investigation. Thus these essays, themselves substantial contributions to
knowledge, also point the way to future research and discussion on themes of increasing importance to those
concerned with scholarship, libraries, and the life of the mind.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Gutierrez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United
States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu Monograph Series).

Anthony Robin:

The book Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi
Mu Monograph Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the best thing like a book Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The
Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu Monograph Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta
Phi Mu Monograph Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Joyce McDonald:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to
answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of
Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu
Monograph Series) to read.

Gigi Brown:

Often the book Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta
Phi Mu Monograph Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The
book Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu
Monograph Series) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official



web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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