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Like Huck's raft, the experience of American childhood has been both adventurous and terrifying. For more
than three centuries, adults have agonized over raising children while children have followed their own paths
to development and expression. Now, Steven Mintz gives us the first comprehensive history of American
childhood encompassing both the child's and the adult's tumultuous early years of life.

Underscoring diversity through time and across regions, Mintz traces the transformation of children from the
sinful creatures perceived by Puritans to the productive workers of nineteenth-century farms and factories,
from the cosseted cherubs of the Victorian era to the confident consumers of our own. He explores their role
in revolutionary upheaval, westward expansion, industrial growth, wartime mobilization, and the modern
welfare state. Revealing the harsh realities of children's lives through history--the rigors of physical labor,
the fear of chronic ailments, the heartbreak of premature death--he also acknowledges the freedom children
once possessed to discover their world as well as themselves.

Whether at work or play, at home or school, the transition from childhood to adulthood has required
generations of Americans to tackle tremendously difficult challenges. Today, adults impose ever-increasing
demands on the young for self-discipline, cognitive development, and academic achievement, even as the
influence of the mass media and consumer culture has grown. With a nod to the past, Mintz revisits an
alternative to the goal-driven realities of contemporary childhood. An odyssey of psychological self-
discovery and growth, this book suggests a vision of childhood that embraces risk and freedom--like the
daring adventure on Huck's raft.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Brown:

This Huck's Raft: A History of American Childhood book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Huck's Raft: A History of American Childhood without we understand teach the one
who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Huck's Raft: A
History of American Childhood can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Huck's Raft: A History of
American Childhood having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

George Clark:

The publication untitled Huck's Raft: A History of American Childhood is the book that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Huck's Raft: A History of American Childhood from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Alejandro Koenig:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Huck's Raft: A History of American
Childhood reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Huck's Raft: A History of American
Childhood as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Ashcraft:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Huck's Raft: A History of American Childhood. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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