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Among the myriad of constants that appear in mathematics, p, e, and i are the most familiar. Following
closely behind is g, or gamma, a constant that arises in many mathematical areas yet maintains a profound
sense of mystery.

In a tantalizing blend of history and mathematics, Julian Havil takes the reader on a journey through
logarithms and the harmonic series, the two defining elements of gamma, toward the first account of
gamma's place in mathematics.

Introduced by the Swiss mathematician Leonhard Euler (1707-1783), who figures prominently in this book,
gamma is defined as the limit of the sum of 1 + 1/2 + 1/3 + . . . up to 1/n, minus the natural logarithm of n--
the numerical value being 0.5772156. . .. But unlike its more celebrated colleagues p and e, the exact nature
of gamma remains a mystery--we don't even know if gamma can be expressed as a fraction.

Among the numerous topics that arise during this historical odyssey into fundamental mathematical ideas are
the Prime Number Theorem and the most important open problem in mathematics today--the Riemann
Hypothesis (though no proof of either is offered!).

Sure to be popular with not only students and instructors but all math aficionados, Gamma takes us through
countries, centuries, lives, and works, unfolding along the way the stories of some remarkable mathematics
from some remarkable mathematicians.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Thurman:

This Gamma: Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library) book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. That Gamma: Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library) without we
realize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Gamma: Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library) can bring once you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Gamma: Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library) having good arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Armstrong:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition details. Even you love Gamma: Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library),
you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Ronald Ruggles:

This Gamma: Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library) is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Gamma: Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Christopher Rangel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you



knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Gamma:
Exploring Euler's Constant (Princeton Science Library).
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