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Throughout the twentieth century, beauty shops have been places where women could enjoy the company of
other women, exchange information, and share secrets. The female equivalent of barbershops, they have
been institutions vital to community formation and social change. But while the beauty shop created
community, it also reflected the racial segregation that has so profoundly shaped American society. Links
between style, race, and identity were so intertwined that for much of the beauty shop's history, black and
white hairdressing industries were largely separate entities with separate concerns. While African American
hair-care workers embraced the chance to be independent from white control, negotiated the meanings of
hair straightening, and joined in larger political struggles that challenged Jim Crow, white female
hairdressers were embroiled in struggles over self-definition and opposition to their industry's emphasis on
male achievement. Yet despite their differences, black and white hairdressers shared common stakes as
battles were waged over issues of work, skill, and professionalism unique to women's service work.
Permanent Waves traces the development of the American beauty shop, from its largely separate racial
origins, through white recognition of the "ethnic market" to the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Rodriguez:

Permanent Waves: The Making of the American Beauty Shop can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Permanent Waves: The Making
of the American Beauty Shop but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Anna Chew:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you
is Permanent Waves: The Making of the American Beauty Shop this book consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when
he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Pearl Minjares:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Permanent Waves: The Making of the American Beauty Shop. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Shane Dagostino:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Permanent
Waves: The Making of the American Beauty Shop.
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