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The role of the city--as an institution, as a political ideal, as a training ground for politicians--has been
neglected in historical studies of Spanish American independence. Connecting the political changes of the
Bourbon Reforms (1759-1788) and constitutional monarchy (1808-1821) to those of the independence era
(1821-1839), Jordana Dym's analysis of Central America's early nineteenth-century politics shows nation-
state formation to be a city-driven process that transformed colonial provinces (weak administrative districts
with ambiguous political identities and divided interiors) into enduring states with basic governments and
articulated national identities.

Dym argues that in Central America, an important aspect of the nineteenth-century political revolution was a
shift from European political ideology based on municipal sovereignty (that of the pueblos) to a politics of
national sovereignty (that of the pueblo). The tensions in the move from municipal to national sovereignty,
she finds, contributed to multiple civil wars and to the difficulty of bringing breakaway regions to respect
colonial districts and capitals. This book challenges the received wisdom that states emerged, already
formed, from the process of independence.

Based on extensive research in national and local archives in Central America, the United States, and
Europe, this political history examines a complex process that takes into account cooperation as well as
conflict between elites and popular groups. It holds that the contradictory, multifaceted republican processes
of independence and subsequent efforts at state formation owed much to and must be analyzed within the
context of the specific types of political change introduced in the late colonial period, a question of interest to
scholars and students of Central America, Mexico, and South America.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book From Sovereign Villages to National States: City, State,
and Federation in Central America, 1759-1839 has been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication From Sovereign
Villages to National States: City, State, and Federation in Central America, 1759-1839 is not only giving you
much more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book From Sovereign Villages to
National States: City, State, and Federation in Central America, 1759-1839. You never really feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Chris Wolf:

Typically the book From Sovereign Villages to National States: City, State, and Federation in Central
America, 1759-1839 has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Roger Cooper:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The From Sovereign
Villages to National States: City, State, and Federation in Central America, 1759-1839 will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Tonya Quick:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the From Sovereign Villages to National States: City, State, and
Federation in Central America, 1759-1839 when you necessary it?
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