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In Cinema Approaching Reality, Victor Fan brings together, for the first time, Chinese and Euro-American
film theories and theorists to engage in critical debates about film in Shanghai and Hong Kong from the
1920s through 1940s. His point of departure is a term popularly employed by Chinese film critics during this
period, bizhen, often translated as “lifelike” but best understood as “approaching reality.” What these
Chinese theorists mean, in Fan’s reading, is that the cinematographic image is not a form of total reality, but
it can allow spectators to apprehend an effect as though they had been there at the time when an event
actually happened.

Fan suggests that the phrase “approaching reality” can help to renegotiate an aporia (blind spot) that
influential French film critic André Bazin wrestled with: the cinematographic image is a trace of reality, yet
reality is absent in the cinematographic image, and the cinema makes present this absence as it reactivates
the passage of time. Fan enriches Bazinian cinematic ontology with discussions on cinematic reality in
Republican China and colonial Hong Kong, putting Western theorists—from Bazin and Kracauer to
Baudrillard, Agamben, and Deleuze—into dialogue with their Chinese counterparts. The result is an eye-
opening exploration of the potentialities in approaching cinema anew, especially in the photographic
materiality following its digital turn.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese
Film Theory has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating
Chinese Film Theory is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using
book Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory. You never feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Elaine Moore:

The publication untitled Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Richard Oneal:

The particular book Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Jon Fuselier:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film
Theory can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Cinema Approaching Reality:
Locating Chinese Film Theory.
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