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Throughout the twentieth century, the U.S. government willingly deployed power, hard and soft, to protect
American investments all around the globe. Why did the United States get into the business of defending its
citizens' property rights abroad? The Empire Trap looks at how modern U.S. involvement in the empire
business began, how American foreign policy became increasingly tied to the sway of private financial
interests, and how postwar administrations finally extricated the United States from economic
interventionism, even though the government had the will and power to continue.

Noel Maurer examines the ways that American investors initially influenced their government to intercede to
protect investments in locations such as Central America and the Caribbean. Costs were small--at least at the
outset--but with each incremental step, American policy became increasingly entangled with the goals of
those they were backing, making disengagement more difficult. Maurer discusses how, all the way through
the 1970s, the United States not only failed to resist pressure to defend American investments, but also
remained unsuccessful at altering internal institutions of other countries in order to make property rights
secure in the absence of active American involvement. Foreign nations expropriated American investments,
but in almost every case the U.S. government's employment of economic sanctions or covert action obtained
market value or more in compensation--despite the growing strategic risks. The advent of institutions
focusing on international arbitration finally gave the executive branch a credible political excuse not to act.
Maurer cautions that these institutions are now under strain and that a collapse might open the empire trap
once more.

With shrewd and timely analysis, this book considers American patterns of foreign intervention and the
nation's changing role as an imperial power.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Empire Trap:
The Rise and Fall of U.S. Intervention to Protect American Property Overseas, 1893-2013? Maybe it is to get
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Rodney Mitchell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely The Empire Trap: The Rise and Fall of U.S. Intervention to Protect American Property
Overseas, 1893-2013.

Cathy Thomas:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
book that need more time to be examine. The Empire Trap: The Rise and Fall of U.S. Intervention to Protect
American Property Overseas, 1893-2013 can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have
those short spare time problems.

Robert Thomas:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top list
in your reading list will be The Empire Trap: The Rise and Fall of U.S. Intervention to Protect American
Property Overseas, 1893-2013. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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