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"Enthralling....If so compact a book can be magisterial, [this] is it.—Michael Dirda, Washington Post
Book World...    "A smart, literate survey of human life from paleolithic times until 9/11."—Edward
Rothstein, The New York Times

Why has human history been crowded into the last few thousand years? Why has it happened at all? Could it
have happened in a radically different way? What should we make of the disproportionate role of the West in
shaping the world we currently live in? This witty, intelligent hopscotch through human history addresses
these questions and more. Michael Cook sifts the human career on earth for the most telling nuggets and then
uses them to elucidate the whole. From the calendars of Mesoamerica and the temple courtesans of medieval
India to the intricacies of marriage among an aboriginal Australian tribe, Cook explains the sometimes
eccentric variety in human cultural expression. He guides us from the prehistoric origins of human history
across the globe through the increasing unification of the world, first by Muslims and then by European
Christians in the modern period, illuminating the contingencies that have governed broad historical change.
"A smart, literate survey of human life from paleolithic times until 9/11."—Edward Rothstein, The New York
Times 11 maps, 28 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Robles:

Often the book A Brief History of the Human Race will bring you to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book A Brief History of the Human Race is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

William Tietjen:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is A Brief History of the Human Race this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he
makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Melvin Robinson:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually A Brief History of the Human Race. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Levi Ryan:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book but additionally novel and A Brief History of the Human Race or others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes A Brief History of the
Human Race to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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